
Catholic Bible School – Lent Retreat 2015 – Jesus Christ: Fullness of Love 

Wednesday 25th March – led by Gemma Wildsmith 

The Passover Lamb - "God himself with provide the lamb for the sacrifice." Genesis 22:8 

Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go at once and select the animals for 
your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin 
and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the door-frame. None of you shall go out of the 
door of your house until morning.  When the Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he 
will see the blood on the top and sides of the door-frame and will pass over that doorway, and he will not 
permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. Exodus 12:21-23 

The pivotal sacrifice in Israel’s history was the Passover, which precipitated the Israelites’ flight from Egypt. 
It was at the Passover that God instructed each Israelite family to take an unblemished lamb without 
broken bones, kill it, and sprinkle its blood on the doorpost. That night, the Israelites were to eat the lamb. 
If they did, their firstborn would be spared. If they didn’t, their firstborn would die in the night, along with 
all the firstborn in their flocks (see Ex 12:1-23). The sacrificial lamb died as a ransom, in place of the 
firstborn of the household. The Passover, then, was an act of redemption, a “buying back.” Scott Hahn, The 
Lamb’s Supper Pg20 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’ When they had sung a hymn, they went out to 
the Mount of Olives. Matthew 26:26-30 

Jesus saw himself as the new Passover lamb, who would be sacrificed in order to inaugurate the new 
exodus, and whose blood would be poured out for the forgiveness of sins. Perhaps this is one reason why 
he not only expected to be executed, but to be crucified, just as the Passover malbs were crucified in the 
Jerusalem Temple. The reason Jesus’ identification with the lamb matters is that, as we saw earlier, in both 
the Old Testament and ancient Jewish tradition, the sacrifice of the Passover lamb was not completed by 
its death. It was completed by a meal, by eating the flesh of the lamb that had been slain. Therefore, if 
Jesus saw himself as the new lamb, then it makes sense that he would speak of his blood being poured out 
and command the disciples to eat his flesh. Brant Pitre, Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist Pg74 

 

How do you think the disciples 
reacted when Jesus started changing 
the Passover meal and describing 
the sacrifice of the lamb in terms of 
his own suffering and death? 
 
Are there any areas of your life 
where you need Jesus, the Passover 
lamb, to lead you out of slavery to a 
place of freedom to worship God 
more fully? 



 

“Rescuer” 

You're mighty and strong to save, 
You're mighty and strong to save, 
You're mighty and strong to save, 
Rescuer. 
 
From the heavens You came, 
To the depths of the grave, 
To redeem Your praise, 
Rescuer. 
 
Jesus You overcame, 
Death itself for our sake. 
Let the world now proclaim, 
Rescuer. 
 
O, what a Saviour, freedom forever, 
We lift our hands with chains undone. 
Hearts that know mercy cannot stay silent, 
We sing the song of saving love. 
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