
Catholic Bible School – Lent Retreat 2015 – Jesus Christ: Fullness of Love 

Thursday 26th March – led by Gemma Wildsmith 

The Proposal - "This is my blood of the covenant." Matthew 26:28 

“I will make for you a covenant on that day with the wild animals, the birds of the air, and the creeping 
things of the ground; and I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land; and I will make you 
lie down in safety.  And I will take you for my wife for ever; I will take you for my wife in righteousness 
and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy.  I will take you for my wife in faithfulness; and you shall 
know the Lord.” Hosea 2:18-20 

In the Eucharist we are made members of the wedding, each of us seated at the head table of the 
“marriage feast” that Jesus called “my banquet” in his parables. In the Eucharist, we enter into the depths 
of the communion of love that God intends for each person. In baptism, each of us is “betrothed to Christ” 
(2 Cor 11:2). Every Eucharist is our nuptial feast. “Every celebration,” Augustine said, “is a celebration of 
marriage – the Church’s nuptials are celebrated. The King’s Son is about to marry a wife and... the guests 
frequenting the marriage are themselves the Bride... For all the Church is Christ’s Bride.” Scott Hahn, Signs 
of Life Pg141 

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.” Ephesians 1:7-10 

In first-century Judaism, it was the duty of the bridegroom to go and prepare a place for his bride to dwell 
before he took her to himself... Jesus is explaining his imminent departure in a very Jewish way. Although 
he and the twelve disciples have celebrated the wedding feast of the new covenant, he must leave them 
for a time, in order to prepare the eternal “dwelling place” (Greek topos) into which he will one day bring 
his bride to dwell with him forever. Brant Pitre, Jesus the Bridegroom Pg117-118 

 

How does this different 
understanding of the Eucharist 
affect the way you think about 
covenant, marriage and heaven? 
 
How do you feel about being the 
Bride of Christ? 
   
How does the hope of heaven 
affect the way that you live here on 
earth? 

 



"Beloved" 

Love of my life, 
Look deep in my eyes, 
There you will find what you need. 
 
And give me your life, 
The lust and the lies, 
And the past you're afraid I might see. 
You've been running away from me, yeah. 
 
You're my beloved, 
Lover, I'm yours. 
And Death shall not part us, 
It's you I died for. 
For better or worse, 
Forever we'll be, 
My love it unites us and it binds you to me, 
It's a mystery. 
 
Love of my life, 
Look deep in my eyes, 
There you will find what you need. 
 
I'm the giver of life, 
I'll clothe you in white, 
My immaculate bride you will be. 
Oh, come running home to me, yeah. 
 
You've been a mistress, my wife, 
Chasing lovers that won't satisfy. 
Won't you let me make you my bride, 
You will drink of my lips and you'll taste new life. 
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