
Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker

Psalm 95:6
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For many of us who draw inspiration from the rhythm of daily prayer found in the 
Divine Office, the verse on the front of this year’s Reflection will remind us of the 
invitation to prayer at the beginning of a new day. Psalm 95 can act as a daily 
reminder of our need to start afresh, remain obedient and learn from the past.

For those of us involved in the wider work of the Catholic Bible School, this sense of 
starting afresh will be particularly resonant in the coming year.

After a number of years adapting and innovating the existing programme of activity, 
David and Sarah together with the trustees of the Renata Trust (which oversees the 
Catholic Bible School) have committed to a new threefold focus to take our work 
forward from 2019:-

i) We will be promoting and expanding our range of ‘Bible Weekends’, which are 
a model of taking the riches of the Catholic Bible School around the country to 
local parishes.

ii) We will be investing in the new generation of young people, helping foster a 
love for the Scriptures by delivering School and Youth activities more locally to 
Nutbourne.

iii) We will be actively seeking to partner with other organisations (such as our 
friends at Celebrate and YouVersion) to help provide a distinctively Catholic 
Bible approach to other ministries.

As a result of this new focus, we aim to see more ordinary Catholics deepening in 
their love for the Bible (you can read about the impact of the Bible Weekends in 
this edition of Reflection on the following pages) and a new confidence in schools 
and in youth ministry in opening the Bible with young people. Meanwhile, we’ll 
be continuing in the ecumenical emphasis we have always had in the school by 
partnering with organisations and agencies from across the Christian spectrum.

A new day

As trustees, we have been reviewing the operational finances of the ministry of the 
Catholic Bible School over the past years, and have become increasingly convinced 
of both the value of this work, but also the need to generate sustainable income to 
support the work. One of the ways in which we have responded to this in 2018 has 
been to license our premises to be used by other groups in order to generate regular 
income for the outward work of the Catholic Bible School. Whilst this will mean less 
day-to-day activity happening in Nutbourne itself, it enables us to act as better 
stewards of the resources we have, whilst retaining our space in Nutbourne for less 
regular use. 

If you’re excited about what you read in Reflection, and want to help us increase 
from around engaging around 5,000 people during a year about the Scriptures, and 
helping pass on a love of the Bible to a new generation, please consider supporting 
the work of the Catholic Bible School with a one-off or regular donation. You can find 
out more about how to do that on page 8-9.

Over the past year, we’ve also seen some changes on our trustee board. I’d like 
to take this opportunity to particularly thank John Hutchings for his immense 
contribution to the work of the Catholic Bible School over the past years, as he 
moves on from the board. We’re also sorry to say farewell to Primavera Quantrill, but 
welcome to the board Fr Chris Bergin, parish priest of Bognor Regis and Slindon.

So, as we enter into this new season, please continue to pray for the work of the 
Catholic Bible School,  that today, we would indeed ‘listen to his voice’ (Ps 95:7).

Matthew van Duyvenbode

Chair of Trustees
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Parish Bible Weekends
Here’s what happened in 
Herne Bay...
by Terri (Parishioner)

“I’d like to say how wonderful I thought 
the weekend went.  Lots of different people 
came together and were fed in body and 
soul.  I know I came away with a few 
nuggets of information and with a little 
more thought for the words we hear, not 
necessarily the words we read.  And for 
how I show and live my faith in the life that 
I lead”.  This is a quote from a parishioner 
who attended the Bible Weekend.

Not knowing how it would all go, the 
parishioners attending were given a lot to 
think about when it came to understanding 
the scriptures.  We went from a whistle 
stop tour of the Old Testament on the 
Friday night to Jesus walking on the water 
on Sunday afternoon.

The Catholic Bible School delivered 
the whole programme with animation 
and interaction with a spot of amateur 
dramatics.  This really brought the bible 
to life.  We all know Moses was found in 
the bulrushes but what do we know of his 
role as judge, patriarch and prophet while 
remaining obedient in his role of Giver 
of the Law.  We do now and much more 
about the Old Testament prophets.

The weekend introduced parishioners 
to Lectio Divina (praying with the bible) 
introducing how this works and reflecting 
on the word of God.  There was quiet 
time too with adoration of the blessed 
sacrament in the Church and prayer tables 
around the room.  The prayer tables were 
interactive and thought provoking and 
the personal testimonies from Linda and 
Marian were very moving.  

The handouts given out were very 
beneficial to follow up on after the 
weekend to keep the  momentum going.  

The workshop that was most attended 
was the Saturday afternoon one on Gospel 
parables.  Again, this was not just listening 
to one of the 37 parables in the New 
Testament but getting into groups and 
discussing “Who is Jesus telling the story to 
and what is he actually saying?” We all had 
bibles for reading the text.  This was new to 
some who have not been on weekly or day 
retreats but very encouraging in helping 
parishioners feel less fearful of attending 
such events.  Nobody wants to admit they 
don’t know it all.  None of us do.  We are 
on this journey together.

The children also benefitted from an 
interactive session with Sarah at the 9.30 
Mass on the Sunday which they enjoyed.  
As did the ones that attended the workshop 
for children on the Saturday morning as 
well as some of the adults.  There were 
some useful tips on bible books for children 
and a primary school teacher managed to 
get enough information for her religious 
classes for the next year.

The evening meal on the Saturday and 
bar-b-que on the Sunday were good social 
events.  People introduced themselves and 
chatted and laughed together.  It ended 
with an animated production of Jesus 
walking on the water and Peter losing 
faith and almost sinking.  One could not 
fail to enjoy the way this was performed 
and come to understand more of Peter’s 
character.  It was in modern day language 
with dialogue with Peter and the other 
disciples on the boat.

The benefits of the weekend were in faith 
formation through the talks and workshops, 
a retreat experience through services and 
times of prayer and an experience to be 
re-evangelised.  It didn’t fail on all these 
accounts.

Food glorious food

Walking on water

Service with a smile

David and Sarah pictured with Terri 
(centre) from Herne Bay
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Book a Bible Weekend for your parish
visit catholic-bible-school.org/weekend

for details



What does a Bible Weekend look like?
A Bible Weekend for your parish is a fantastic activity filled weekend, full of faith, fun and food starting on Friday night and ending on Sunday afternoon.

SaturdayFriday Sunday
Friday night is where it all begins ...

The Catholic Bible School team arrives 
in your parish late on Friday afternoon 
to set up for the fantastic weekend 
ahead.

For most parishes the weekend begins 
with a celebration of Mass and an 
opportunity to remind ourselves that 
the Lord is the focus of our faith.

The evening continues, usually with 
drinks and nibbles and a dynamic 
presentation from the Catholic Bible 
School team.  The presentation 
provides a whistlestop tour of the 
whole of the scriptures including a 
range of props (pictured below) to 
help us remember some of the key 
characters and themes.

There’s plenty of time for discussion 
and questions and the evening ends 
with a gentle time of prayer and 
reflection.

Saturday is full of variety ... Saturday night is full of drama and food ... Sunday brings it all together ...

The Catholic Bible School team give 
a short input at each of the morning 

Masses to encourage and enthuse 
parishioners about the Scriptures.

Sunday lunchtime is the final 
gathering and presentation.  The 

lunch varies on the time of year but 
has ranged from hog roasts, shared 

table buffets, picnics and barbecues.  
The gathering tends to be more 

informal and very family friendly.

The Sunday presentation focuses 
on story-telling, particularly around 
the story of Peter walking on water, 
with the Catholic Bible School team 
taking an imaginative approach to 

demonstrating this.

The Catholic Bible School team leave 
on Sunday afternoon and the parish 

continues their new-found love of 
Scripture by forming Lectio Divina 

groups and Bible Study groups 
following the Gospel Resource Books 

each parish gets as part of their Bible 
Weekend package.

Book Now!
Visit catholic-bible-school.org/weekend
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There are lots 
of options for 
parishes to 
choose from 
during the day 
on Saturday.

Most parishes 
choose a parish breakfast to begin the day 
with ‘Bacon and the Bible’.  

The day is then filled with a choice of 
three workshops including the Gospel 
Parables, Praying with the Scriptures, 
and Proclaiming the Word and a selection 
of workshops aimed at children, young 
people and their families.  Parishes select 
the topics and themes most appropriate 
for them.

The middle of the day is often celebrated 
with a shared lunch and a chance to build 
community followed by a time of prayer 
using Lectio Divina as our method for 
praying with the Scriptures.

Following the Vigil Mass parishioners 
gather together for a meal.  This is usually 

a fantastic gathering where the food 
exceeds expectation and the company 

does too.

Interwoven 
through the 

meal the 
Catholic Bible 
School team 

present a 
dramatic 

and creative 
reflection on 

the parable of 
the sower that 

is guaranteed to encourage parishioners 
to think more deeply about their faith and 
have a laugh at the comedic drama used 

in the presentation.

After a delicious dessert we move into a 
time of prayer, reflection and response 

which many parishioners tell us was one of 
their most prayerful experiences.



Are you one of the 21?
We’d love you to join us as a Bible 
Weekend sponsor.  Many smaller 
parishes and parishes in low-income 
communities struggle to afford a Bible 
Weekend for their parish which means 
they are missing out on this fantastic 
experience of faith formation and 
parish renewal.

We charge parishes only what it costs 
us, as a charity, to prepare and deliver 
a Bible Weekend but we’d love to be 
able to offer a reduced rate to those 
parishes that need it and this is where 
we need your help.  We are looking for 
21 people who are willing to donate 
£10 per month, for at least a year 
- this will cover the total costs of a 
standard Bible Weekend for one parish 
or allow two parishes to have a Bible 
Weekend for half-price.

Will you be one of the 21?
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Parishioners in Herne Bay enjoying a meal on 
the Saturday evening of the Bible Weekend

Parishioners in Bognor Regis listening to 
dynamic Bible Teaching

Each member of the 21 will receive 
a free gift annually - this gift will be 
sent out after the first three months 
of payment.

You make it possible
The Catholic Bible School relies on people like you to keep going. 
With your prayers, your time, and your donations, we are able to 
reach more and more people with the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Prayer

As a charity based on faith, we rely 
on prayer and the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit.  We’d love you to join us 
in prayer: pray and intercede for us 
and our ministry.  If you feel really 
motivated, then set aside a regular 
time each week to pray for us - we 
can never have too much prayer!

Time

From time to time we could do with 
an extra pair of hands.  Perhaps you 
have some time you could give us to 
run a stall at a conference, to help 
with a Bible Weekend, to write some 
resources for us.  If you might be 
able to help then we’d love to hear 
from you and see where we go from 
there.

Donations

No charity ever has enough money 
to do all the things they would 
like to do - and the Catholic Bible 
School is the same.  If you can 
spare a few (more) pounds to 
help support our work then we 
will gratefully receive it.  You can 
donate online on our website, you 
could set up a standing order, 
you can post a one-off donation 
to the office - cheques should be 
made payable to Catholic Bible 
School and sent to the address 
on the back cover.  If you want to 
donate by bank transfer here are 
the numbers you need: Account 
Number: 00026672 - Sort Code: 
405240

St Bede’s Bonus

Starting this year regular donors 
become friends and recieve an annual 
gift which we will send you every May 
25th to mark the feast of St Bede, 
the famous British Monk who was 
known for his scripture commentary 
and his recording of the history of 
British Christianity.



Enjoy this excerpt from our Luke’s Gospel Resource Book
Cure of the man on the Sabbath
Luke starts this chapter balancing the cure stories of the previous one, this time with 
a man. Luke uses this echo to reinforce the danger of hypocrisy. He follows this with 
another unique piece of writing highlighting true generosity and Jesus’ attitude to the rich 
and poor.

Hosts, Guests, and Feasts
Initially the teaching of Jesus about who to invite to your banquet seems like a basic 
message about our generosity and not seeking to do things only for our own gain. A 
message about altruism perhaps, but when you then read the parable about ‘God’s 
banquet, a deeper message comes to light. Luke places these two moments together to 
show how the banquet that the Jewish people, the chosen ones, were invited to, fits this 
model. The most human response to being invited to God’s banquet is to assume that we 
are special, this is of course true, but actually, no more special than everybody else. The 
religious leaders of Jesus’ day had lost this perspective, they knew that they were special, 
but were frightened that they could lose this status.

The parable shows the consequences of this attitude, the religious leaders were actually 
refusing to attend the banquet that they were invited to and now others, those that they 
deemed as being unworthy were going to attend. The biggest failure of the religious 
leaders was making God in their own image, they assume that God operates like they do, 
that he has favourites, that he is petty, that he is judgemental. Luke shatters this image, 
time and again in his Gospel, challenging us to see God as he truly is – merciful.

Jesus teaches more about 
discipleship
Luke is cautioning his audience to not make the same 
mistakes as the Jewish religious leaders. The early 
Christian church must not assume that they are any 
more special than anybody else. They are chosen by 
Jesus to bring God’s message of hope to the whole 
world. Luke presents Jesus talking about the cost of 
discipleship for this very reason. You must give your 
all to God, to truly follow him, if not you will fall along 
the wayside because of the temptations of thinking that 
you are more important and special than everybody 
else.

This is a challenge to us, as Church, today and is 
highlighted by the calls of Pope Francis to reach out 
and love and serve the poor and needy. We exist as 
salt in the world, but if we no longer have any taste, 
what is the point?

Consider
How salty are you?

How conditional is your response to God’s call?

Reflections on Luke 14 Getting to grips 
with the Gospels
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The Books of the Gospels tell us 
the stories that are at the very 
centre of the Christian faith.  
They tell us of the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  They 
are the inspiration and model for 
Christians  and have been since 
their beginnings, in the stories the 
early Church told to one another.

To truly grow in our faith and 
better get to know the person of 
Jesus it is essential to be familiar 
with the Gospels and the message 
their writers wanted to convey.

Here at the Catholic Bible School 
we want to help you do just that 
and so we have produced guides 
to the Gospel’s of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke.  Each Gospel Book 
provides, biblical commentary, 
questions for reflection and 
discussions and exercises to help 
us further reflect on the impact 
Scripture can have on our daily 
lives.

These books are available in print 
and digital format from our online 
shop:
catholic-bible-school.org/shop

“These books are 
both encouraging and 
challenging and have 
helped me grow in my 

faith.”

Luke

Mark

Matthew



Oh, the places you’ll go!
Places we shared the Good News in 2018

Parishes in

Torquay
Croydon
Herne Bay
Richmond
Hereford
White City

To Children and 
Young People in

Guildford
Barnham
Hereford
Burgess Hill
Bognor Regis
Wonersh

Conferences in

Liverpool
Cardiff
Twickenham
Brighton
Southampton
Bristol
St Albans

We also
ministered in

Swansea
Bexleyheath
Chichester
Twickenham
Cardiff
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YouVersion is a Christian ministry 
with the mission of helping people 
engage with the Bible. We believe 
the Bible has the power to transform 
people’s lives when they read or 
listen to it in their own language 
and then meditate on what its words 
mean to them.

We believe every person should have 
the opportunity to explore the Bible, 
no matter where they live or what 
language they prefer.

We’ve partnered with YouVersion the 
most used and widely available Bible 
App which millions of people around 
the world use on a daily basis.  As 
one of the many content providers 
for YouVersion we are part of 
providing biblical reflection resources 
across the world.

Bible Plans are one of the Bible App’s 
most popular features, with more 
than 4000 Plans to choose from and 
over 110 Million Plan completions so 
far. Plans help people engage with 
the Bible every day by dividing their 
reading or listening into manageable 
daily portions.

YouVersion partners with ministries, 
publishers, and organizations who 
develop content designed to help 
people study, understand, meditate 
on, and apply biblical truth to their 
lives.

Take the Bible everywhere
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2500 people 
now know 

the Scriptures 
better

800 children 
and young 

people were 
encouraged in 

faith

2000 people 
engaged with 
our Bible 

Ministry

Around 200 
people heard 
the good news

Search your App Store 
for YouVersion



Primary Schools:
An Interactive 
Prayer Experience

The Catholic Bible School Team has 
created a fantastic interactive prayer 
experience day for primary school 
children.  Combining traditional and 
contemporary forms of prayer, children 
have the opportunity to try out 
different ways of praying and relating 
to God.

Working with a class group at a time 
each class has the opportunity to 
experience Meditation, Lectio Divina, 
Creative Prayer Stations, Sung Worship 
and the Recitation of Traditional 
Prayers.

Designed for Year One to Year Six 
this Interactive Prayer Experience 
day can enhance your schools prayer 
curriculum.

We don’t offer a one-size-fits-all 
programme but tailor our resources to 
best fit your school situation.  Primary 
school days vary in cost ranging from 
£350 to £500 - get in touch for more 
details.

Secondary Schools:
Reflection Days

With 30 years experience of 
working with young people, we offer 

a tailored approach to reflection 
days in secondary schools.  We are 
experienced and flexible enough to 
create a programme that suits your 

school’s ethos and curriculum needs.

Our aim is twofold:
* to design a day your student’s will enjoy
* and to create an experience that enables 

students to consider matters of faith and 
the person of God.

We offer dynamic, innovative, creative,
thought provoking, prayerful,

reflection days for all year groups. 
They meet students where they are at 

and are suitable for all faith levels.

Themes for our reflection days include: 
Finding God in All Things; Who am I?; 
Mark’s Gospel; Sex and Relationships; 
Science and Religion; The Creator and 

Creation; Life and Death;
Poverty and Justice; War and Peace;

Who is the Holy Spirit?

Our school days very in cost depending 
on what you need but range from £150 

for a half day to £500 for a full day 
with a whole year group and both team 

members.

Fun

Faith

Friends

FocusFind out more about what we offer to 
schools - visit

catholic-bible-school.org/#/schools



Farm Lane
Nutbourne
Chichester
PO18 8SD

catholicbibleschooluk@gmail.com
catholic-school.org

01243 371766
Charity 292679
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We are a Catholic charity that works with people of all ages 
and all denominations bringing the words of the Bible off 
the page and into our lives.  We are dynamic, interactive 
and innovative presenters who are passionate about God 
and his word, as revealed to us in the book we call the 
Bible, and we desire that more people would encounter 
Jesus in the Scriptures and be able to apply the words 
of The Book to their everyday lives.  We provide Bible 
Weekends for Parishes, workshops, retreats, teaching 
and training, speakers, prayer experiences, INSET, across 
England and Wales.


