
 

“Hear these 
words of mine”
Matthew 7:24

 

Reflection 2018



64,000 people have used our 
online and social media 
resources

5,300 people have recieved 
Bible Teaching from 
us face-to-face

miles travelled by 
road and train to 
achieve this8,600

#
Our year in numbers



Let us Help you with your Bible Reading

Sometimes simply knowing where to start with Bible Reading 
can be one of the biggest hurdles to jump so let us help you 
by suggesting you start with our Bible Reading Plans on the 
YouVersion Bible App - they are short, simple and guaranteed 
to set you off on a journey of prayerful Bible Reflection.  
Download to your smartphone or tablet or read the online 
version on your computer.  Lord, teach us to love your Word.

Scripture Saturdays Continue in 
Chichester and South Wales

Our programme of regular Scripture Saturdays continue 
with the fabulous support of our local teams who make it 
all happen.  If you are close enough to travel to our almost 
monthly events check out our website for details of upcoming 
Scripture Saturdays and meet more people who are learning 
more about the Scriptures together.  catholic-bible-school.org

A Funny Story

A friend of a supporter shared this story
with us:
‘I had a volunteer referred to us from
the job centre today, looking to get
work experience in an office
environment. We spent some time
together discussing their 
qualifications and background.

Volunteer:     “I can do Excel and I’m 
     fully qualified in The Word”.
Interviewer:  “Scripture?”
Volunteer:     “What?”
Interviewer:  “Nothing.”



You may be forgiven for not knowing that 2018 marks 
the 75th anniversary of a truly significant step in the 
development of Catholic theology. In September 1943, 
Pope Pius XII issued ‘Inspired by the Holy Spirit’ 
(‘Divino Afflante Spiritu’) – a groundbreaking encyclical 
letter which laid the foundations for ministries such as 
the Catholic Bible School over the coming decades.

As I’m drawn back to this letter three quarters of a 
century later, I’m struck by a number of points which 
can continue to help us see the enduring importance 
of engagement with the Scriptures as we seek to be 
faithful disciples of Christ.

Firstly, the document emphasises that we find in the 
Bible a source of renewal for our interior lives as 
Christians. Quoting Benedict XV, the letter reminds us 
‘that in these pages is to be sought that food, by which 
the spiritual life is nourished unto perfection.’ So, if you 
ever feel weary, dry or tired in your soul, turn to the 
Bible to find life.

Secondly, Divino Afflante Spiritu encourages those who 
are engaging with the Bible to approach the Scriptures 
seriously and with their whole being. Specifically, the 
document responds to developments in theology by 
permitting thoughtful enquiry about the historical 
context of the writings we read, as well as encouraging 
us to translate these writings (or even read them, if we 
can!) in the original Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic.

This approach is really important to our ministry at the 
Catholic Bible School. We know that reading passages 
of the Bible simply at face value can be really inspiring 
for everybody. But when we take the time to explore the 
Scriptures with more knowledge of the setting, more 
attention to detail, and more appreciation of what others 
have seen in the words of the Bible, there’s a richness 
and power to the Scriptures that can speak to us as 
disciples in a truly transforming way.

The Spirit and the Scriptures



 
And thirdly, Pius XII’s letter was written to the world 
at a time of great tumult, horror and inhumanity. I 
think there’s something symbolic about re-stating the 
importance of the Scriptures as God’s trustworthy 
word of life in the midst of that bloody era which 
can continue to speak to us today about the value 
of Scripture in an uncertain world. Indeed, Pope 
Pius drives his point home by quoting St Jerome’s 
commentary on Ephesians towards the end of the 
letter:-

‘If there is anything in this life which sustains a wise 
man and induces him to maintain his serenity amidst 
the tribulations and adversities of the world, it is in the 
first place, I consider, the meditation and knowledge 
of the Scriptures.’

So, as we mark the 75th anniversary of this great 
letter, may we be nourished in our spirituality, 
renewed in our attentiveness, and made confident in 
God’s sovereignty as we recommit ourselves to the 
Scriptures.

Matthew Van Duyvenbode
Chair of Trustees
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Book a Bible Weekend for your Parish
Our exciting new venture of offering Bible Weekends for 
Parishes has gotten off to a great start with bookings
rolling in.

As you can see, the parish of Maidenhead had a fantastic 
Spirit-filled weekend and they are just one of many.
A Bible Weekend can be an inspirational event for your 
parish and a tool for renewal of parish life and evangelism. 
Find our more on our website: 
catholic-bible-school.org/weekend

High Quality Teaching
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Bible Weekend - Maidenhead Experience
A few of us wondered if this would work for our Parish. We 
would have deemed this project a success if we had just thirty 
people turn up over the weekend. We had well over one hundred 
participants! The experience far exceeded all our expectations. 
David and Sarah’s approach to the Bible – the Sacred Scriptures 
of our faith – was exciting, innovative and creative. We are all 
left thirsting for more. In his opening presentation David placed 
before us a challenge: engage with the Bible and it will change 
your life!
One of the experiences that stood out for me was the lectio 
divina session whereby the participants were given a practical 
demonstration on how to pray with scripture using an ancient-
but-new method. This is something that we will now set up in our 
Parish as part of our spiritual and faith formation programme. 
Those who took part in this session went away with a deeper 
understanding of how immersing oneself in the Word of God can 
lead to real change. Thanks to the Catholic Bible School we at St 
Joseph’s Parish, Maidenhead, have turned a page and lives are 
now beginning to change.
Fr John Lee, Fr John Chadwick, Shauna Hamilton  

Lively Conversation



Here’s what 
people have been 
saying about the 
Bible Weekend for 
Parishes

“For the first time 
I now have a good 
picture of the 
Bible.”

“You are 
excellent 
presenters, 
great knowledge 
and very 
inspiring.”

“Very informative, brought the 
Bible to life, makes me want to 
know more, proud to be a Christian 
and rather enthusiastic about my 
faith.” 
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“Very simple but 
captivating way of 
telling what the 
Bible Stories are 
about.”

“Very 
Inspiring”

“It has renewed my interest in the 
Bible, I want to start making the 
Bible part of my everyday life.  I 
will read a little of the Gospels 
every day.”



 

When my faith came alive in 1976, I quickly realised that I 
did not know the Scriptures. Yes, I knew the Gospel accounts 
of many of the stories Jesus told, but my overall knowledge 
of the Bible was poor and I felt God was asking me to read 
his Word every day. So how did I approach the challenge of 
making this an essential and joyful part of my life? Well, in a 
world where every newspaper and television report seems to 
contain a huge amount of depressing news, the Scriptures are 
in contrast by bringing us the Good News of God’s love and 
care for us all.
 
As Catholics, the easiest programmes to follow are the 
daily Mass readings of the Church. These have the clear 
advantage of linking us to people all over the world whilst 
offering a variety of commentaries designed to help us 
appreciate what we are reading. Other programmes taking 
a different approach are those entitled “Read through the 
Bible in a Year” or something similar, and methodically follow 
particular themes running through the various books of 
the Bible, presenting a daily mixture from the Old and the 
New Testaments. A third possibility is to select a spiritual 
writer who follows topics of his or her own choosing, thereby 
tackling particular challenges we all face in living the spiritual 
life day by day.
 
But my favourite approach is to take one book at a time and 
to study it without any pressure or targets, taking whatever 
time I need to increase my understanding and apply God’s 
Word to my own spiritual journey. This allows me the time 
to enjoy and appreciate what I’m reading, but it is almost 
impossible to start reading the Bible every day solely out of a 
sense of duty. We need first to ask the Lord to give us a love 
for his Word, and this will only happen if we already love him 
and really know how much he loves us. Then a daily reading 
of his Word will be a joyful experience - something we look 
forward to and which we know will help us to live each day in 
his love and strength as he intends we should.
 
(c) Charles Whitehead



“Ask the Lord to give 
us a love
for his
Word”

Charles Whitehead
Member of Board of Trustees



Catholic Bible School
Farm Lane, Nutbourne, Chichester, PO18 8SD
catholicbibleschooluk@gmail.com
catholic-bible-school.org
01243 371766
charity 292679

We are a small Catholic charity that works with people of all 
ages and all denominations bringing the words of the Bible off 
the page and into our lives.  We are dynamic, interactive and 
innovative presenters who are passionate about God and his 
word, as revealed to us in the book we call the Bible, and we 
desire that more people would encounter Jesus in the Scriptures 
and be able to apply the words of The Book to their everyday 
lives.   We rely on donations to fund much of our work and if you 
are able to support us financially and prayerfully we can reach 
even more people with the Word of God.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.” Deuteronomy 6:5

Photo (c) Catholic Bible School / Sophie Stanes


